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novel, as the form of composition toward which, with few exceptions, 
they tend, and in which they excel, alike in the power of easy and flu- 
ent narration, and in the didactic aim which is seldom wanting or ob- 
scure, and as seldom obtrusive or awkwardly managed. 



6. — The Epistle of Paul to the Romans ; with a Commentary and Re- 
vised Translation, and Introductory Essays, by Abiel Abbot 
Livebmore. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. 256. 

This work should have had among the "Introductory Essays" a 
careful analysis of the Epistle ; and in our judgment the " Revised 
Translation " would have been more valuable, had there been a less 
rigid adherence to the phraseology of King James's translators, and 
especially had paraphrase been resorted to in the rendering of some of 
the obscurer passages. Dignity of style, also, is in some instances too 
freely sacrificed to familiarity of- illustration. But the Commentary is 
deserving of the highest praise for its thoroughness of research, its philo- 
logical accuracy, its candid exhibition of opposing views, and its perfect 
lucidness. The author's theological opinions of course affect his judg- 
ment as an expositor ; but those who regard the Epistle as designed to 
mediate between the Jewish and the Gentile portion of the Roman 
Church will seldom dissent from his conclusions, while those who look 
upon it as a compend of Christian doctrine may find him a safe and use- 
ful guide in the details of textual exegesis. 



7. — Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, by Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Fall 
and Winter of 1853 - 4. With an Introductory Essay, by Alon- 
zo Potter, D. D., LL. D., Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia : E. H. Butler & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 408. 

The crowning merit of this volume is its timeliness. And this is a 
merit which includes others of the highest order ; for the infidelity of 
our day is both learned and subtile, and can be met only by men pro- 
foundly conversant on the one hand with natural and metaphysical sci- 
ence, and on the other with the spirit of the age in its " many-sided- 
ness " and its vagaries. Scepticism does not now attach itself, as for- 
merly, to the face of the sacred record ; but draws its arguments from 



1855.] BUCHANAN'S LECTURES ON ANTHROPOLOGY. 263 

the alleged limits of possibility, from natural laws, from geological phe- 
nomena, from ethnological speculations, from social theories, and from 
the marvels of revived necromancy. The questions at issue are not 
with regard to the validity of this or that description of testimony, but 
with regard to the competency of any testimony to substantiate either 
the facts of sacred history or the truths which they imply. It is with 
reference to these questions that the discourses before us were pre- 
pared. The subjects were so distributed as to give to the work all the 
coherency of a continuous treatise, with the advantage of securing for 
the discussion of each separate topic the services of the divine whose 
habits of mind or course of study best fitted him to take cognizance of 
it. The discourses are not mere harangues designed for pulpit effect, 
but solid treatises, adapted to meet the objections and obviate the diffi- 
culties of philosophical inquirers, and to be the most efficacious with 
minds of superior strength and culture. We have been particularly 
impressed with Bishop Potter's Lecture on the " Immutability of Natu- 
ral Laws," which places the Divine Providence in the same position in 
the philosophy of the universe which it occupies in the faith of the 
Christian. We would also direct attention to Bishop Burgess's Lec- 
ture, entitled " The Modern Necromancy no Argument against the 
Gospel," in which the writer, without defending any particular theory 
as to (so-called) spiritual intercourse, discusses the bearings of each of 
the several tenable theories upon the Christian evidences, and shows 
that neither of them casts the shadow of a doubt on Christianity. 



8. — Outlines of Lectures on the Neurological System of Anthropology, 
as discovered, demonstrated, and taught in 1841 and 1842. By 
Joseph R. Buchanan, M. D. Cincinnati. 1854. 16mo. pp. 400. 

We can best define Dr. Buchanan's theory by saying that it is Phre- 
nology applied, not to the brain alone, but to the entire nervous system. 
The organs which Spurzheim packed into the cranium are dispersed 
over the whole body. They may be identified by the impulse given to 
the corresponding sentiments or emotions by the imposition either of the 
individual's own or of another's hand. The power of psychometry af- 
ter this wise exists in a large portion of the human race, and needs only 
experiment and use in order to its full development. This psycho- 
metric faculty, in its higher and rarer forms, can become intuitively con- 
scious, not only of the hidden or remote present, but often of the past, 
which has helped to constitute the present, and of the future, the germs 
of which are of course already in existence. Another modification of the 



